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OVER THE PAST DECADE, GRAND CENTRAL BAKING COMPANY HAS STEADIL

CONVERTED FROM USING CONVENTIONAL SOURCING MODELS TO BUYINC
DIRECTLY FROM LOCAL PRODUCERS oL miHoLLAnD
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Portable Nutrition Device

&. Sembporous membrana: “Tortilla”

b. Tilismook Jack Cheese

o.  Lean procein: Chicicen,/ Tolu,/Tampah
d. Ormega-rich Fresh Guacamals

& Antioxidant Fresh Pioo De Gallo

t. Cotonfrendly Smare Pinto Beans ™
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From New Orleans to lowa City to Saskatoon, Ontario ,
in the past three years, more than 40 communities
across this continent have hosted networking events to
bring together regional food buyers and sellers. Th eir
model? The Portland Farmer-Chef Connection (FCC).

Recognizing the tremendous adaptability of the FCC
conference and its power to effect positive change,

in early 2007, Ecotrust published Building Local Food
Networks: A Toolkit for Organizers . The manual distills
the history and lessons learned from co-hosting the
Portland FCC conference and similar networking
events, providing users with a springboard from
which to develop their own region-specific models.
Along with stories and case studies, the toolkit

offers extensive appendices with sample materials,
templates and in-depth activity descriptions.

The beauty of this resource lies in its infinite

adaptability. We've heard from an executive chef

at a children's research hospital in Memphis,

Tennessee, who used the toolkit as a reference

when he organized a tri-state conference to bring

numerous hospital chefs together to talk about sour cing local products for their

campuses. Another woman in Southwest Colorado used all of the templates, lists and agendas that the
toolkit provides to host an event that led to an on going relationship between a local rancher and the area
school district.

In celebration of the ten-year anniversary of Portl and's FCC conference, Ecotrust will re-release an updated
version of the toolkit in May 2010, sharing stories from some of the communities that have hosted even ts
utilizing the first edition. To learn more, visit w ww.ecotrust.org/foodfarms/localfoodnetworks.

-Rebekah Bellingham & Lola Milholland

¢ gardening

e hushandry

e hardware

¢ pet supplies
e wild bird seed

e and more!
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